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Dying to self always bothered me, how do we do that and live as a human.  I know 
that I never understood it but sure was taught it and did not grow up with a healthy 
self esteem.  Since leaving the fellowship, I am learning so much that wasn’t taught 
 This devotional from Andrew Womack is so encouraging and eye opening and so well 
explained.


Value Christ Higher Than Self


'And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And 
they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.'


- Matthew 28:9


Self-denial is embraced by much of Christianity today. Historically, self-denial has 
always been a big part of false religion. Most religions of the world teach an 
abasement of self, but they do it as penitence in order to obtain salvation. This is not 
the denying of self that the Bible advocates.


True self-denial as the scriptures promote is not self hatred or masochism, but rather 
an enthroning of Christ above self. We have a new identity in Christ that replaces the 
old self. We don't deny self in order to obtain salvation, but it is a love response to 
what Christ has already done for us. He gave His all for us and we willingly give our all 
back to Him.
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Denying self in an attempt to earn salvation is most always motivated by guilt and 
characterized by rigid rules. True Christianity, on the other hand, is not the observance 
of rituals, but a relationship that produces holiness as a fruit and not the root of 
salvation.


Holiness doesn't come from the outside and work its way inside. When we are born 
again we become righteous, and we work that holiness out into our physical lives.


Trying to destroy the power of self through harsh laws actually arouses and 
strengthens sin. Christians must not let life become a set of rules, but rather a 
response to a loving relationship with Jesus Christ.
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