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This first article is less of an essay and more of a tabular chronology of early events, 
writings, and movements of the Apostles and gospel authors. I have personally found 
this context helpful, and it sets the stage for future discussions on the decentralized 
structure of the early Church as well as the surprisingly wide variation in beliefs and 
doctrines. 


It’s important to note that especially during the first 200 years or so, much of what is 
known about this period is derived from oral tradition and much of what was written 
down, including the gospels, was actually written much later and in some cases 
ascribed to someone other than the actual writer.


Comments regarding Oral Tradition:


One of my early takeaways from this first leg of the journey is a much greater level of 
respect for the oral tradition. I think it’s difficult for us, in our attention-deficit culture, 
to put any level of trust in information that was transferred from memory vs. paper or 
digital media. 


However, reading about some of the sophisticated techniques for memorization and 
repetition developed by oral cultures, I’m jealous of their advantages and 
opportunities to develop mental discipline and enjoy a communal aspect to 
preservation of knowledge that we know nothing of today. I enjoyed imagining the 
described frequent and regular ceremonies where the community would gather and 
recite precious knowledge and scripture together, exercising collective memory and 
repetition to guard against loss of data and to ensure its integrity.


Comments regarding Attribution of Authorship


This is another area that goes against the bias of our current culture. If I were to 
remain anonymous and publish this article under the name of Tim Borys for example, 
most in our culture would consider that deceitful. 


However, anonymous authors attributing their writings to another person was a 
common and widely accepted practice in ancient times (Greek, Roman, and Jewish 
writings). It was often viewed as a sign of respect towards a great teacher or 
authoritative figure. The goal was not to deceive but to honor.
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There are varying degrees of controversy surrounding authorship of all the writings 
listed in the attached table. The above comments regarding attribution of authorship 
and oral tradition may be helpful in understanding how a historical figure’s words 
could be preserved via oral tradition and then written down years later by an 
anonymous writer with attribution to the historical figure.


 Comments regarding Evolution of King James Version Bible


The original King James Version of 1611 has since undergone multiple revisions and 
corrections and originally contained Apocryphal books. These books included Esdras 
1&2, Tobit, Judith, Additions to Esther, Baruch, Maccabees 1&2, and Prayer of 
Manasseh, among others. These were removed from versions of the KJV used by 
most Protestant churches by the mid-1800s… relatively few years before the 
formation of the 2x2 ministry and church. Imagine standing up one Sunday morning 
and not raising an eyebrow by giving your testimony from 2nd Maccabees 1:17.


 With those comments, I invite you to look at the attached chronology and take note 
of the availability of scripture that we take for granted in our day. See what New 
Testament writings Christians would have had at their disposal to read or have read to 
them during the first 100 years or so. I read that even by the early 200s AD, due to the 
scarcity of these writings, most churches would have relied on just one of the four 
gospels, whichever being available in their locality. However, there were almost 
certainly other early documents circulating that were lost and never captured in the 
canon. Additionally, the oral tradition was alive and well, so we can only imagine the 
extent of what would have been recited from collective memory of the Good News as 
it was spread by the Apostles and others, in addition to what may have not been 
written down and lost forever when the culture shifted away from oral tradition.


The usual disclaimer: I created this table with extensive assistance from ChatGPT 
and proofed results against my own limited understanding from what I have read. 


Please let me know if you see any glaring errors or omissions and I will be happy to 
revise and republish!
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